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Sidra Ahmad, 12

“I started playing soccer when I was eight years old 
with Plainfield Optimist Soccer. Since then, I have 
fallen in love with the sport and 
continued to play it throughout middle school and high 
school. 

My father is my role model; I admire his confidence 
and outlook on life. He has taught me to create 
a balance between schoolwork and fun in life, always 
reminding me not to stress out too much. Additionally, 
my dad is invested in my soccer career. 
He never likes to miss a game and he always has 
constructive criticism to offer afterward.

 I focus on the game at hand and try 
to give [it] my best in every 

game for my team. When I’m 
on the field, I can forget 
about all of my worries. 
Oftentimes, I wish that a 
game will never end, so I 
don’t have to go back to 
writing an essay or doing 
homework. My biggest worry 

while playing soccer is to not 
let my team down. I try to play my best 

in every game. The worst feeling is playing a 
game and, afterwards, feeling like you didn’t 

do everything that you could for the team.
 My entire senior year of soccer has been an 

unimaginable experience thanks to my coaches and 
teammates. I have truly loved playing with them. I 
look forward to every single day of soccer, and I wish this season 
would never end. [Three words that would describe me 
would be] hard-working, competitive, and determined. 
I love competing and I always strive to do my best, no 
matter what I’m doing. I also never give up and refuse 
to quit. I try to bring these attitudes both on and 
off the field. Soccer is a team sport, and you must be 
able to rely on your teammates in order to succeed in 
it. Luckily, I can always rely on my teammates, 
knowing that they are willing to do what is necessary 
both on and off the field. Additionally, I strive to 
play better, so I don’t let my teammates down.

 My family, like me, loves the game of soccer. They 
always support me [by] attending all of my games. I also love 

to play soccer with my dad and brothers outside of school. 
Soccer will always be a luxury that I have in my life; I will never 
stop playing. It is through soccer that I am able to relieve 

some of my stress and the sport will continue to bring me joy 
throughout my life. No matter how good you are, you must always 

give the game of soccer – give your teammates – all that 
you’ve got. Play with passion and leave it all on the field.”


